Acute and chronic alveolitis/osteomyelitis ("lumpy jaw") in small exotic ruminants.
Tooth-related abscesses in small captive ruminants are most likely foreign body-induced periodontic-endodontic lesions. The instigating cause may be abnormal texture of dietary material. Bacteria, though probably not the initiating cause, significantly contribute to pathology and morbidity. Extraction of severely affected teeth is an effective although sometimes challenging mode of treatment. Periodically complications may arise, which vary in difficulty of treatment. Prevention may be the alteration of the major forage component of the diet to textures that are less coarse and stemmy, and the alleviation of any crowding and sanitation problems.